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Abstract: "Digital Scholarly Editing is one of the core fields 
in Digital Humanities. It clearly connects one of the most 
venerable practices and methods of the humanities with 
the fundamentally different approach of digital scholar-
ship. From the point of view of theory or perhaps even 
epistemology, we can consider Digital Editing a perfect 
test case to probe the assumption that there is a "funda-
mental change" in approach between traditional and digi-
tal scholarship. From the point of view of method, we are 
witnessing the further development and transformation of 
a method that has been developed over centuries. From 
the point of view of practice we have yet to identify and 
then perhaps grant canonical status to current best practi-
cesin the creation of scholarly editions. Χ



Χ !ƭƭ three perspectives demand a reliable empirical 
"fundament" which can be obtained by the criticism, 
comparison, and careful evaluation of current digital 
editions. In order to facilitate this, a list of assessment 
criteria has been created which serves as a basis for 
extensive reviews published in a dedicated online 
journal. By discussing the various items on the criteria 
list, we can observe whether with traditional versus 
digital editing we are talking about two completely 
different things or whether the core challenges in editing 
have to a large extent remained the same."
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What is a Scholarly Digital Edition?

Everything 
already 

said?
Patrick Sahle, 

Den Haag, 2012, 
http:// prezi.com/

mdt8efbe3o3a/

Print forthcoming: 
Digital Scholarly Editing. 

Theory, Practice and 
Future Perspectives. Ed. 

by Matthew Driscoll 
and Elena Pierazzo. 

Cambridge: Open Book 
Publishers, 2016



What is a Scholarly Edition?

Edition ist die erschließende Wiedergabe 
historischer Dokumente

A Scholarly Edition is the critical 
representation of historical documents.

L'édition scientifique consiste en la 
représentation critique des documents 
historiques



What is a Scholarly Edition?

- representation?

- critical?

- documents?

- historical?

A ScholarlyEdition is the critical
representationof historicaldocuments



What is a Scholarly DigitalEdition?

Åold goals!
Åground work for further research

Åcritically produce the best text possible

Åstabilization, canonization, referencability

Ånew goals?
Åchanging theoretical assumptions

Ånew expectations towards editions

Åfurther usage scenarios

A ScholarlyDigital Edition isa scholarly
edition that isguidedby a digital paradigm



What is a Scholarly DigitalEdition?

Åis published with digital media

Åcannot be printed without a essential loss 
of content or functionality

Ą a digitized edition is not a digital edition

A Scholarly Digital Edition is a scholarly 
edition that is guided by a digital paradigm



What is a Scholarly DigitalEdition?

- multimedia

- network

- process over product

- actors and roles

- complexity

- boundlessness?

A ScholarlyDigital Edition isa scholarly
edition that isguidedby a digital paradigm



What is a Scholarly DigitalEdition?

1. at the heart of the matter?

2. easy: single source principle

3. consequence: transmedialization thesis

A ScholarlyDigital Edition isa scholarly
edition that isguidedby a digital paradigm

Zwischen Mediengebundenheit und Transmedialisierung. 

Anmerkungen zum Verhältnis von Edition und Medien. 
In: editio 24 (2010), S. 23-36.



What is a Scholarly DigitalEdition?

αthe essenceof the currentmediachange
isnot a transitionfrom analog to digital 
mediabut a shift from thinkingin media

to thinkingin modelsanddataά

A ScholarlyDigital Edition isa scholarly
edition that isguidedby a digital paradigm



Editorial Science?

1. a long tradition

2. various approaches and schools

3. electronic and digital editions

4. practice and theory







Howto developdigital scholarship?

Åtheoryandpractice

Åvisibility

Ådiscourse& evaluation

Åacknowledgement

Åcredibility, crediting





Best Practice?

digitale-edition.de









Whyevaluate?

Åcontribute to the discussion on theory 
and practice

Åsecure good practice

Åconsolidate methodology

Åimprove usability through convergence

Åfoster acknowledgment and crediting



Evaluation guidelines?

ÅFotis Jannidis: Bewertungskriterien für 
elektronische Editionen, 1999
ÅMLA/CSE
ÅGuidelines for Editors of Scholarly Editions, 

2011
ÅConsidering the scholarly edition in the digital 

age: a white paper ΧΣ нлмр

ÅDFG: funding criteria for scholarly editions 
in literary studies, 2015




